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Abstract

Early in her career, Erykah Badu sang about an “analog girl in a digital world,” a pos-
sible self-description. This article interprets this phrase in relation to theories about 
digitalization and cyberspace in relation to the growing discourse on afrofuturism. A 
particular focus is on the voice, and the relation between the voice and subjectivity, a 
pertinent question related to African American music. With Badu’s use of and refer-
ence to the telephone, the interrelation between vocality and technology shows a con-
tinuous negotiation of subjectivity.


